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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-9 have been examined. 

Information Disclosure Statement P TO -1449 

1 . The Information Disclosure Statement submitted by applicant on 06/12/2002 has 
been considered. Please see attached PTO-1449. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 1 to 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Vanska (US Patent No. 6,789,081). 

3.1. As per claim 1 Vanska is directed to an information management system for a 
network system (column 1 line 65), the network system having Internet connecting an 
access terminal and an intranet connected to the Internet via firewall and connecting a 
client (Fig. 9), the information management system comprising: a system control 
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apparatus (the Service Node as shown in figs. 7-10), connected to the intranet, for 
storing data to be accessed by the client connected to the intranet as master data 
(column 6 line 1 to 8), and transferring the master data from the intranet to the Internet 
(column 6 line 8 to 26); and a service site, connected to the Internet, for receiving the 
data transferred from the system control apparatus, storing the data received as 
duplicate data of the master data (any of the external servers shown in fig 7 to 1 1 is a 
service site, as it receives and stores data and provide a platform to deliver the 
duplicate data to the user. See the 'Offline Storage' in Fig. 3 and column 4 lines 34 to 
40); and for allowing the access terminal connected to the Internet to access the 
duplicate data stored (Fig. 3 and associated text). 

3.2. As per claim 2 Vanska is directed to the information management system of 
claim 1 further comprising an information update daemon for monitoring an update of 
the master data by the client, updating the duplicate data of the service site in a same 
way as updating the master data, monitoring an update of the duplicate data by the 
access terminal, and updating the master data of the system control apparatus in a 
same way as updating the duplicate data (Fig 3 and column 3 line 57 to column 4 line 
40. Also see column 6 lines 61 to 64. Also note that Vanska's Service Node inputs data 
from external sources, as well as data from the Intranet, and performs management 
function, including updating, on data from external sources). 
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3.3. As per claim 3 Vanska is directed to the information management system of 
claim 1, wherein the system control apparatus includes an intranet groupware 
information management unit for storing plural pieces of personal information as the 
master data, and generating group information using the plural pieces of personal 
information; and the service site includes an Internet groupware information 
management unit for receiving the plural pieces of personal information, storing the 
plural pieces of personal information received as the duplicate data, and generating 
group information using the plural pieces of personal information (column 3 lines 17 to 
56). 

3.4. As per claim 4 Vanska is directed to the information management system of 
claim 1 further comprising a file duplication daemon, operated in the client, for 
transferring data from the client to the service site (Vanska's Information Management 
system receives data from external and internal sources (clients) and updates for the 
changes. This implies a daemon at all client repositories, to transfer the data when the 
Service Node detects any change, as described in column 4 line 17 to 20), and wherein 
the system control apparatus stores condition for transferring the duplicate data to the 
service site as a file duplication policy and instructs the file duplication daemon to 
transfer a file belonging to the client to the service site based on the file duplication 
policy (column 4 line 20 to 40). 
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3.5. As per claim 5 Vanska is directed to the information management system of 
claim 4, wherein the system control apparatus includes a file control unit for making the 
access terminal or the client select the duplicate data of the service site and 
downloading the duplicate data of the service site selected to the access terminal or the 
client (column 4 line 56 to column 5 line 28). 

3.6. As per claim 6 Vanska is directed to an information management method for a 
network system, the network system having Internet connecting an access terminal and 
an intranet connected to the Internet via firewall and connecting a client (Fig. 7 to 11), 
the information management method comprising: a system controlling step for storing 
data to be accessed by the client connected to the intranet as master data and 
transferring the master data from the intranet to the Internet (the Service node in Fig 7 
to 11); and a service site step for receiving the data transferred by the system 
controlling step, storing the data received as duplicate data of the master data, and for 
allowing the access terminal connected to the Internet to access the duplicate data 
stored (any of the external servers shown in fig 7 to 1 1 is a service site, as it receives 
and stores data and provide a platform to deliver the duplicate data to the user. See the 
'Offline Storage' in Fig. 3 and associated text). 

3.7. As per claim 7 Vanska is directed to a system control apparatus connected to an 
intranet of a network system, the network system having Internet connecting an access 
terminal, a service site connected to the Internet and storing data and allowing the 
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access terminal connected to the Internet to access the data stored and the intranet 
connected to the Internet via firewall and connecting a client (Fig 7 to 11, also see 
response to claim 1), the system control apparatus comprising: a memory for storing 
data to be accessed by the client connected to the intranet as master data (the 'Buffer' 
in Fig. 3); an information management unit for transferring the master data from the 
intranet to the service site of the Internet (Fig. 1 1 Service Node and associated text), 
and making the service site store the master data transferred as duplicate data (any of 
the external servers shown in fig 7 to 1 1 is a service site, as it receives and stores data 
and provide a platform to deliver the duplicate data to the user. See the 'Offline Storage' 
in Fig. 3 and column 4 lines 34 to 40); and an information update daemon for monitoring 
an update of the master data by the client, updating the duplicate data of the service 
site in a same way as updating the master data, monitoring an update of the duplicate 
data by the access terminal, and updating the master data of the system control 
apparatus in a same way as updating the duplicate data (Fig 3 and column 3 line 57 to 
column 4 line 40. Also see column 6 lines 61 to 64. Also note that Vanska's Service 
Node inputs data from external sources, as well as data from the Intranet, and performs 
management function, including updating, on data from external sources). 

3.8. As per claim 8 Vanska is directed to the information management system of 
claim 1 , wherein the service site temporarily stores master data required to access as 
duplicate data by duplicating the master data from the system control unit when the 
service site receives a request to access data by the access terminal, and the service 
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site deletes the duplicate data after the request to access data by the access terminal is 
resolved (Fig. 3 shows Web Serves and Web Browser as entities to manage transfer of 
data between the client and the Service Node. Web Servers and Browsers store data 
temporarily and delete after the access request is resolved). 

3.9. As per claim 9 Vanska is directed to the information management system of 
claim 1 , wherein the service site transfers an input/output command for the master data 
generated by the access terminal to the system control unit, and wherein the system 
control unit executes the input/output command transferred from the service site for the 
master data (Fig. 3 shows Web Serves and Web Browser as entities to manage transfer 
of data between the client and the Service Node. Web Servers and Browsers issue 
input/output command to transfer data). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Farid Homayounmehr whose telephone number is 571 
272 3739. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 hrs Mon-Fri, off Monday 
biweekly. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on (571) 272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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